An experimental study of the impact of cancer on nitrogen metabolism and wound healing.
In Wistar rats bearing a Walker-256 carcinoma flank tumor, a standard skin wound was inflicted on the backs of the animals. Nitrogen intake and nitrogen balance measures were obtained. The standard wound did not promote tumor growth. Wound contraction in tumor-bearing animals was not different from that in tumor-free animals. Tumor-bearing rats had anorexia, lower nitrogen intake and a tendency to lower their nitrogen balance. These findings suggest that both cancer and wound healing are privileged metabolic events, having as a consequence sacrifice of the host.